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GRAND FREEMASONS' BALL, GIVEN BY THE
WORCESTER LODGE 349.

ON th;; night of Tuesday week, a splendid "'''m;on of tbe Freemasons
of Worcester, and their frieuds, took place in the Town.hall; and wben
we state that at least 560 cards were issucd and accepted, whilst a greater
number was eagerly sought for, and tbat the Ball was of a strictly pri
vate character, we shall, perha11s, convey ~orne idea of the extent to
which the Brethreu of the Worccster Lodge carried their hospitality.

The arrangements were excellent. The company continued to arrive
from nine to eleven o'clock. The space between HIgh-street and the
entrance to the Town-hall was enclosed hy a decorated passage. From
the door of the Hall this enclosed passage was continued through
the supper-room, and up the staircase to the ball-room. The effect on
first entering this celebrated room was very striking. :The room was bril
liantly illuminated with wax-tights. Of the jewels worn by the ladies,
as well as those of the brethren who were present in tbeil' costumes,
there was a supcr\) display. Cox's fine band, from Cheltenham, was
stationed in the orchestras; and the south ante·room, in addition to
the ball-room, was devoted to quadrilles, polkas, waltzes, schottiscbes,
&c. At about half.past twelve, the company descended to the ball,
where an elegant supper was served by Mr. .I\10untfort,of High. street.

The wines, which were of the finest quality, were supplied by
U Brother Read," and comprised ch31upagne, moselle, sherry, &c.

",e should mention that the w-allsof the Hall were hung most taste-

I fully, under the superintendence of Mr. lTeame, with drapery, in broad

stripes of blue, pink, and white. At the soutb end a bIilliant gas iIlu·
minationreprescnted thc letters ''V.L. (Worcester Lodge), 349, with a
splendid star between the two Ictters, Oil either side of which were hung
union jacks. At the othcr end of the noble old apartment, another illu
mination of gas displayed tbe letters V. R, sW'mounted by a crown,
underneath which was another magnificent star, likewise supported on
either side by similar flags. Tbe seat of the 'Worshipful Master, F. T.
Elgie, Esq., was placed beneath a canopy. Opposite were suspended
portraits of scvcral eminent Masons of the Lodge 349.

The Worshipful Master presided, assisted by the Wardens, Past·.I\1as.
ters, and Officers of thc Lodge. At the north end, the Senior ''Varden's
chair was filled by H. G. Goldingbam, Esq.; at the south end, the
Junior "'arden's, by E. G. Stone, Esq.

The guests having taken their places, the" Hiram" of the 'Vorshipful
Master arrested attention, and the Chaplain solemnly pronounced the
following Masonic gracc :-" .1\1ay the Great Architect of the Universe
give us grateful hearts for these his mercies, and make ns mindful of
the wants of others:" to which the immediate Past-Master responded,
H So mote it be."

After the supper, the 'Vorshipful Uaster rose, and proposed the follow
iug toasts :-" '1'0 all poor and distressed :Masons, wherever dispersed over
the face of land 01' watcr, w1shing them a speedy deliverance from all
their troubles, and a safe retlU'n to their native land if they desire and
deservc it ;" the health of" Her .I\1ajesty,"with the usual Masonic addition
of " and the Craft;" the "High Sheriff of the County," Sir T. E. Win
nillgtOll, Bart."

The High Sheriff, in respouding to the toast, offered a rew well-turned
compliments to tbe Lodge 349, dwelling, in eulogistic terms, on the mag
nificence of the entertainment they had so generonsly prO\ided. Sir
Thomas concluded Ius observations by proposing the health of" The Wor
shipful Master "'HI Brethren of the "·orcestcr l_oc1ge349."

The ·Worshipful .I\faster having acknowledged the compliment, called
upon Past-:~1aster J. B. Hyde, who, in an excellent speech, proposed
" The health and happiness of the Lacties who have honolU'ed us with
their presence this eveuing."

The toast, as might be assumed, was received with the utmost enthu
sia-sID.

The followiug toasts were afterwards given and acknowledged in suit
able terms-" Sir E. B1ount, Bart.;" "The High Sherifl' of Gloucester
slure" (\V. Dent, Esq., of Sudeley Castle); "the )1ayor;" and "J.
Best, Esq., M.P."

The company, shortly after lhe last toasl, relurned 10 lhe ball-room,
and dancing wa.s continued with renewed ~ph'ituntil between four and
five o'clock in the ll101lliug.

We regret that we have not space for lhc list of the guests who had
the high gratification of being present at this brilliant entertainment.
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[MARCH 8, 185 1.

FREEXASONS' BALL AND SUPPER, AT WOR€ESTER.-(SEE PAGE 191.)
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